Downloaded viaTONGJ UNIV on February 19, 2026 at 02:53:11 (UTC).

See https://pubs.acs.org/sharingguidelines for options on how to legitimately share published articles.

JAIC'S

JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY

pubs.acs.org/JACS

Local Symmetry Breaking Induced Superionic Conductivity in
Argyrodites

Te Kang,” Changyuan Li,|| Xinjue Zhang, Yuiga Nakamura, Jo-chi Tseng, Taishun Manjo, Chaofeng Liu,
and Long Yang*

Cite This: J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2026, 148, 6158-6166 I: I Read Online

ACCESS | [l Metrics & More ’ Article Recommendations | @ Supporting Information

ABSTRACT: Argyrodites have complex crystal structures that
give rise to extraordinary physical properties, including ultralow
thermal conductivity and superior ionic conductivity, which have
received wide interest in thermoelectric materials and rechargeable
batteries. While the long-range crystallographic structures of
argyrodites have been well characterized, the local atomic-scale
structural features remain poorly understood. In this work,
synchrotron X-ray atomic pair distribution function (PDF) analysis
has been carried out to investigate the short-range structural
correlations in AggGeSy argyrodites and their structure evolution
with temperature. Strikingly, the local atomic arrangement shares
similarity across the superionic phase transition, and the Interatomic distance

phenomenon is further validated in other Ag-based argyrodites.

Our analysis reveals that the local structural distortion, weak bonding environment, and strong lattice anharmonicity could be the
key to understanding the exotic thermal and ion transport behavior. This work explores the critical connection between local
structural motifs and macroscopic functionalities in Ag-based argyrodites, proposing a new local-structure-oriented strategy for
designing next-generation functional materials.

PDF

1. INTRODUCTION stoichiometry, and some structure-related studies have shown
that argyrodites undergo rich phase transitions."”~"* Previous
studies have tried to understand the thermal and electrical
transport properties of these compounds, from the perspective
of long-range crystalline structures,'®"” such as weak cation
bonding,'® low phonon cutoff frequency,'” and soft phonon
behavior.'>'* In addition, the crystal structure characteristics
of the superionic phase could enable fast ion diffusion in the
rigid framework, and high ionic conductivities have been
reported in Ag/Cu-based argyrodites."*” Though these Ag/
Cu-based argyrodites exhibit certain degrees of ionic
conductivity, the commonly high electronic conductivity
hinders the application in solid electrolytes.

The thermal conductivity and ionic conductivity properties
are highly related to atomic arrangements in crystal lattices.
Correspondingly, phonon scattering and ion diffusion
mechanisms are mainly determined by the local structural
environment. Since phonons and ions move at adjacent sites, it

Superionic materials have received significant attention in the
field of all-solid-state batteries due to their exceptional ionic
mobility.”” Among them, one material family called argyr-
odites has been known for its high ionic conductivity at the
high-temperature superionic phase, which can be classified by
the general formula: A(,,”}),, M"*X{™ or
Al M XY, (0 < & < 1)(A™ = Li*, Cu', Agf, M™*
= AP, Ga™, Si**, Ge*, Sn*, P%*, X*” = §77, Se®”, Te’” and Y~
= CI, Br, IN).>* Among these rich compounds, Li-based
LigPS;X (X = Cl, Br, I) materials have been extensively studied
as solid-state electrolytes.”~” Meanwhile, Ag/Cu-based argyr-
odites exhibit ultralow thermal conductivity, making them
promising candidates for thermoelectric applications.” Notably,
these Ag/Cu-based argyrodites have a temperature-independ-
ent and amorphous-like thermal conductivity both above and
below the superionic phase transition, with an average lattice
thermal conductivity of only 0.3 W/m-K at room temperature,
as low as that of wood.”
Argyrodites exhibit complex crystal structures, and their low- Received:  September 30, 2025 SJAC S
temperature crystallographic structures vary significantly Revised:  January 1, 2026 :
depending on their chemical compositions.'”"" However, all Accepted: January S, 2026
the high-temperature phases retain the same cubic symmetry Published: January 9, 2026
(space group F43m), known as the superionic phase.
Moreover, the phase transition varies significantly with the
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Figure 1. (a) Temperature-dependent XRD patterns of polycrystalline AggGeS, over 298—673 K. (b) Variation of the lattice parameters (a, b, c)
with increasing temperature as extracted from the powder XRD data. (c) Crystal structure of the low-temperature AgsGeS4 orthorhombic Pna2,
phase. Ag, Ge, and S atoms are represented by gray, purple, and yellow, respectively. (d) Crystal structure of the high-temperature AggGeS4 cubic
F43m phase. (&) The electron density distribution of low-temperature phase determined from MEM analysis at 298 K. (f) The electron density
distribution of high-temperature phase determined from MEM analysis at 673 K. The (111) plane of high-temperature cubic F43m phase matches
the (011) planes of low-temperature orthorhombic Pna2, phase in (e).

is crucial to study the local structure beyond the well-known
long-range crystallographic structure.

In this work, we used the total scattering based atomic pair
distribution function (PDF) method to study the local
structure of AggGeSy which gives the interatomic distance
distribution directly, i.e., the probability of finding atomic pairs
of distance r apart.”””> The temperature-dependent synchro-
tron X-ray PDF data reveal local structure variations across the
phase transition. Beyond the well-studied crystalline periodic
structure, the three-dimensional diffuse scattering signals over
the full reciprocal space were visualized directly by a newly
developed three-dimensional X-ray total scattering character-
ization method.””** This material exhibits electronic insulating
properties along with moderate ionic conductivity, making it a
promising candidate for solid-state electrolytes, which has been
demonstrated in all solid-state batteries (ASSBs) successfully.

2. EXPERIMENTAL METHODS

2.1. X-ray Diffraction

The temperature-dependent laboratory X-ray diffraction (XRD) was
measured by PANalytical Empyrean equipment (Cu K,, 4 = 1.5406
A), and six temperature points were collected on heating in vacuum:
298, 423, 480, 500, 520, and 623 K, respectively. The GSAS-II
software was used for XRD Rietveld refinements.”’
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2.2. Maximum Entropy Method Analysis

The electron density distributions were analyzed from the observed
structure factor by the maximum entropy method (MEM), using the
Dysnomia program.”*”’ The crystal structures and the electron
density distribution iso-surfaces were visualized in VESTA.*®

2.3. Atomic Pair Distribution Function

The experimental PDF, denoted G(r), is the truncated Fourier
transform of the total scattering structure function®”>°

Qnax
6 == [ QIS - 1sin(@)dQ

where Q is the magnitude of the scattering momentum transfer, S(Q)
is the total scattering structure function extracted from the Bragg and
diffuse components of X-ray powder diffraction intensity. The
synchrotron X-ray total scattering measurements of AgyGeSs were
carried out at the BL02B1 and BL04B2 beamlines at Super Photon
ring-8 GeV (SPring-8) in Japan. For other argyrodites, the X-ray PDF
data were collected at the BLOSW of SPring-8 and BL12SW of the
Shanghai Synchrotron Radiation Facility (SSRF) in China. The PDF
data processing and local structure analysis were performed by the
pyFAI PDFgetX3, and PDFgui programs.””>' Details of X-ray PDF
experiments are introduced in the Supporting Information.>*™>*

2.4. Three-Dimensional Total Scattering

The three-dimensional synchrotron X-ray total scattering measure-
ments were carried out at the BLO2B1 beamline of SPring-8 with an
incident beam energy of 50.0 keV, using a Pilatus 1 M detector. The
data were collected with flowing N, gas at 100, 200, and 300 K,
respectively. The single crystal was rotated by 180° with 0.1° step.

https://doi.org/10.1021/jacs.5c17193
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The exposure time for each frame was 0.2 s. Three sets of rotation
images were collected for the AggGeS4 sample with the angle slightly
changed at two distinct axes to fill in detector gaps. The resulting
images were stacked into a three-dimensional array and transformed
into reciprocal space coordinates using the software packages
NXRefine and CCTW (Crystal Coordinate Transformation Work-
flow) within NeXpy.**** The reciprocal space data covered a Q range
of approximately +15 A™' in all directions.

2.5. Inelastic X-ray Scattering

The inelastic X-ray scattering (IXS) experiments were performed at
the BL35XU beamline of SPring-8.°° A Si (11 11 11) backscattering
setup with an energy resolution of 1.5 meV and an incident X-ray
energy of 21.747 keV was chosen. The sample was mounted on the
Cu holder. The IXS experiment was performed using the transmission
geometry at room temperature. A 2D analyzer array was used in the
experiments. The damped harmonic oscillator (DHO) model
convoluted with the resolution function was applied to fit against
IXS dag;;, and the dispersion relations were obtained from the fitting
results.”

2.6. Electrochemical Impedance Spectroscopy

The electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS) measurements
were performed in the temperature range from 295 to 433 K using
CHI7S0E electrochemical workstation at frequencies from 1 MHz to
100 mHz with an amplitude of 5 mV. The electronic conductivity was
measured by the direct current (DC) polarization analysis. The
samples were ground into powder and then loaded into a 10 mm
diameter mold with stainless steel films on both sides, and pressed at
2.5 tons for 3 min. For the test at each temperature, the samples were
equilibrated for 30 min before testing in an oven. The ionic
conductivity is calculated by the formula, 6 = d/RA, where d is the
thickness of the pellet, A is the area of the test plane, and R is the
resistance value that is obtained by fitting the impedance plots to the
equivalent circuit model.

2.7. Fabrication of All-Solid-State Batteries

The cathode mixtures were prepared by mixing CsI; powder, AggGeSg
powder, and conductive carbon with a weight ratio of 5:4:1. The Ag
powder was used as the anode and AggGeS4 powder was used as the
electrolyte. The ASSBs were assembled in the following procedure:
first, a piece of stainless-steel foil was loaded into the mold, and then
0.2 g of Ag powder was uniformly spread and pressed onto the
surface; subsequently, 0.3 g of AgsGeSs powder was uniformly spread
and pressed onto the surface of Ag anode layer; finally, 35 mg of
mixed composite cathode powder was loaded and pressed onto the
surface of electrolyte layer, followed by another layer of stainless-steel
foil. The mold was pressed at 2.5 tons for 3 min.

2.8. Chemical State and Thermal Analysis

X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS, ESCALAB 250Xi) was used
to collect the surface chemical states of the samples. Differential
scanning calorimetry (DSC) analysis was conducted by NETZSCH
3500 with a temperature range of 313—573 K in flowing N, gas. The
sound velocity was measured using a pulse receiver (Olympus-NDT)
equipped with an oscilloscope (Keysight). The thermal diffusivity (D)
was measured using laser flash method (Netzsch LFA 467). The
thermal conductivity (k) was calculated from k = pDC,, where p is the
density and C, is the heat capacity determined by the Dulong-Petit
limit.

2.9. Reverse Monte Carlo Modeling

The Reverse Monte Carlo (RMC) modeling was carried out with the
RMCProfile software®®*® using a 4 X 8 X 6 supercell of Pna2,
structure (60.596 A X 59.808 A X 63.534 A) containing 11,520
atoms. The synchrotron X-ray PDF G(r) and scattering function
F(Q) data were used to fit the RMC model simultaneously. During
the modeling process, all atoms were allowed to refine freely. Only a
distance window and a minimum distance were applied as constraints
in the refinements to retain [GeS,]*” polyhedra and prevent
unphysical interatomic distances (Table S1). The simulation ran for
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600 min on a 64-core CPU with a 2.4 GHz base frequency. Finally,
the RMC fitting generated more than 7.0 X 10° moves.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1. Long-Range Structure

The temperature-dependent XRD and DSC results both
confirm that the phase transition of the as-synthesized
AggGeSy material occurs at 500 K, matching well with the
literature,* as shown in Figures 1a and S1. The chemical states
of Ag, Ge, and S are revealed to be +1, +4, and —2 by XPS,
respectively (Figure S2), indicating the purity of the sample.
The low-temperature phase is an orthorhombic structure with
a space group of Pna2,; formed by the close-packed [GeS,]*~
and S*” anion rigid frameworks, with loosely bonded Ag"
ions.”’ The Ag" ion sites have full occupancies in the low-
temperature structure, possessing three different coordination
environments, i.e., the tetrahedral, trigonal planar, and linear
coordination with S*~ ions (Figure lc). Notably, in these
tetrahedrons, Ag" ions shift slightly from the center, leading to
structural distortions. When heated above 500 K, AgyGeSq
transforms to cubic F43m phase, forming the so-called
superionic phase.”’ The S*~ ions at the 16¢ position coordinate
with Ge atoms to form [GeS,]*" tetrahedra, constituting the
structural framework, while the remaining S> ions occupy the
4a and 4c positions. The Ag" ions are distributed across two
48h sites and one 96i site, forming triangular and tetrahedral
coordination with S*7, respectively. Unlike the fully occupied
cation site distribution in the low-temperature phase, the Ag*
ions in the high-temperature superionic phase are disordered,
partially occupying three different crystallographic sites (Figure
1d).

To study the long-range crystallographic structure, the
Rietveld refinements were carried out against the experimental
XRD patterns (Figure S3). The detailed refinement results of
low-temperature orthorhombic and high-temperature cubic
phases are listed in Tables S2—S7. From the refinement results,
the lattice parameters gradually increase with temperature,
indicating the thermal expansion (Figures 1b and S4). The
isotropic atomic displacement parameters (Uy,) of Ag atoms
from low-temperature data are larger than those of Ge and S
atoms, indicating weak Ag—S bonds, which result in low sound
velocity (Table S8).

The Ag" ions randomly occupy the Agl—Ag3 sites in the
superionic phase, forming a disordered cubic structure as
discussed above. The partially occupied cation sites enable the
cations to hop into the adjacent vacant sites, and the 2D
electron density maps indicate that the electron distribution of
Ag atoms becomes overlapped upon heating, implying the Ag-
ion diffusion (Figure le,f), which has been observed in other
argyrodites.'>'>'>**

3.2. Local Structure and Thermal Conductivity

Sufficient structural disordering was observed in argyrodites as
reported,'>** but unfortunately, conventional X-ray diffraction
is incapable of analyzing the information beyond Bragg peaks.
The PDF method is a local structure characterization method
based on total scattering, which analyzes both Bragg and
diffuse scattering signals.

The synchrotron X-ray experimental PDF data of poly-
crystalline AggGeSy were collected at room temperature, and
the low-temperature crystal structure was used for PDF
structural refinements. The PDF fit over the low-r range of
1.8 A to 11.8 A is shown in Figure 2a, where the first peak (2.6
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Figure 2. Room-temperature experimental X-ray PDF data (blue) are fit by the AgsGeS low-temperature Pna2, phase model (red) over the range
of (a) 1.8 < r < 11.8 A, in which the first three peaks represent Ag—S, Ag—Ag, and Ag—Ge bonds, respectively; (b) 20.4 < r < 50.0 A. The
difference curve (green) is shown offset below. (c) Temperature-dependent X-ray PDF data from 100 to 400 K with 10 K interval. (d) Isotropic
atomic displacement parameters of different types of atoms extracted from the temperature-dependent X-ray PDF refinements over the range of 2.0

<r<200A

A) represents the nearest Ag—S bond length, the second peak
(3.1 A) refers to the Ag—Ag bond length, and the third peak
(3.7 A) is mainly from the Ag—Ge bond length. For the longer
r range of 20.4 A to 50.0 A (Figure 2b), the averaged periodic
atomic arrangements are in good agreement with the
crystalline orthorhombic structure reported from literature, ™
indicating that the as-synthesized material is of high quality,
and the average structure reconciles with the XRD results. The
detailed PDF structural refinement results can be found in
Tables S9 and S10. Notably, the PDF fit residual signals over
the low-r range, as shown in Figure 2a, suggest that the local
structure is complicated due to the diffuse scattering, which is
omitted in conventional XRD Bragg peak analysis.

To investigate the local structure evolution with temper-
ature, the temperature-dependent PDF measurements were
performed in AggGeSs. The peaks are broadened due to
stronger thermal vibrations with temperature, which is
accompanied by the decrease of peak intensities (Figure 2c).
Meanwhile, the second PDF peak (3.1 A), which mainly
represents Ag—Ag atom pairs, becomes asymmetric upon
heating (Figure SSa). The non-Gaussian asymmetric peak can
be explained by the anharmonicity of atomic motions, "’
which can be attributed to Ag atoms in this system. The peak
at around 3.7 A splits into two peaks and shifts to the low-r
region (Figures 2c and S6). The partial PDFs show that this
peak is mainly attributed to Ag—Ge atom pairs with a minor
contribution from Ag—Ag pairs (~4 A) (Figure S7).
Therefore, the decreasing Ag—Ge distances and increasing
Ag—Ag distances result in the peak split observed in PDF data.

When viewed from the local bonding environment, the Ge—
S bonds change slowly with temperature, while Ag—S atom
pairs are broadened significantly (Figure SSb,c). Based on the
quantitative PDF local structure refinement, the isotropic
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atomic displacement parameters (ADPs) of Ag atoms are
much larger than those of Ge and S atoms (Figure 2d). These
results indicate the weak bonding of Ag—S along with rigid
[GeS,]*" units. Therefore, it is possible that the change in Ag—
S bonds may lead to the change of the Ag—Ge atom pairs with
temperature, which indicates the existence of local structural
distortions.

This complex structural evolution may result in exotic
thermal transport behaviors. The corresponding temperature-
dependent thermal conductivity was measured, as shown in
Figure S8. The contribution of electronic thermal conductivity
to the measured total thermal conductivity is expected to be
small in this system.*® Therefore, the total thermal
conductivity is nearly equal to the lattice thermal conductivity.
The measured thermal conductivity of AggGeSy is 0.367 W/m-
K at 300 K, showing a low thermal conductivity and weak
temperature dependence, similar to other Ag/Cu-based
argyrodites.”'”">*" 7% To further study the structural
dynamics of low thermal conductivity, the IXS experiment
was carried out at the BL35XU beamline of SPring-8. In
Figures S9 and S10, the inelastic peaks shift to higher energy
from I" to L, accompanied by the peak broadening. The
experimental results are consistent with the calculated phonon
spectra.”® This reveals strong lattice anharmonicity and
shortening of the phonon relaxation time in this material,”’
which induces the intrinsically low lattice thermal conductiv-
ity, 7052
3.3. Three-Dimensional Diffuse Scattering Visualization
To fully understand the atomic arrangement beyond long-
range Bragg peaks, we performed the synchrotron X-ray 3D
total scattering experiment in argyrodites for the first time.
This newly developed 3D PDF method can measure and
visualize the diffuse scattering in the 3D space in a

https://doi.org/10.1021/jacs.5c17193
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Figure 3. (a) Experimental three-dimensional volumes of X-ray diffuse scattering of the AggGeS; single crystal in the full reciprocal space Q =
(HKL) planes at 300 K. (b-d) 3D total PDF in the (xy0) planes at (b) 300 K, (c) 200 K, and (d) 100 K, displayed in lattice units (L.u.), i.e., units of
a, b, and ¢ along the x, y, and z directions, respectively. (e—g) Diffuse scattering in the Q = (HOL) planes at (e) 300 K, (f) 200 K, and (g) 100 K,

displayed in reciprocal lattice units (r.lu.).

straightforward way. For AggGeS¢ single crystals, the experi-
ments were performed at the BLO2B1 beamline of SPring-8,
which collects both Bragg and diffuse scattering over the full
3D reciprocal space HKL, as shown in Figures 3, S11, and S12.
From the (HOL) slice, high-intensity bright Bragg spots in the
reciprocal space were observed and they follow the extinction
rule derived from the Pna2, crystal structure, showing that the
long-range structure of synthesized single crystals is in good
agreement with the literature.”" Besides the Bragg spots, strong
diffuse scattering signals in the orthorhombic phase were
observed in the reciprocal space. The appearance of diffuse
scattering signals suggests that the local structure of the
material indeed deviates from the average structure, high-
lighting the structural complexity. Through the in situ
temperature-dependent experiment (100—300 K), we found
that the intensity and distribution of diffuse scattering are
highly related to thermal motions (Figure 3b—d), and the
thermal diffuse scattering signals become stronger when
temperature increases, which is caused by the stronger atomic
disordering in the local structure. Since large ADPs of Ag
atoms have been revealed in the one-dimensional PDF
analysis, the atomic disordering induced diffuse scattering is
mainly contributed by the Ag atoms, whereas Ge and S atoms
remain fairly stable. This three-dimensional X-ray diffuse
scattering method provides a straightforward way to visualize
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the diffuse scattering in argyrodites, which arises from the local
structure disordering at the Ag atom sites. The strong diffuse
scattering signals provide the direct structural evidence for the
intrinsically low thermal conductivity of AggGeSq.

3.4. Superionic Phase Transition

To study the local structure in both low-temperature phase and
high-temperature superionic phase, the X-ray PDF measure-
ments were carried out using the high-temperature furnace at
the BL04B2 beamline of SPring-8. The PDF data sets were
collected at both 423 and 673 K, i.e., below and above the
phase transition (500 K), respectively. As shown in Figure
4a)b, the PDF curves are different, indicating the phase
transition of AgyGeSy, which agrees with the literature report.”’
For the high-temperature PDF data (673 K), structural
refinement was carried out over the range of 2.0-50.0 A in
real space using the high-temperature phase (space group
F43m). As shown in Figure 4c¢,d, the high-temperature phase
fits well over the long range. But surprisingly, the high-
temperature phase could not describe the local short-range
structure at all, showing large misfits over the low-r region.
Studies on Li-based argyrodites have shown that similar local
distortions exist beyond the average structure. Previous X-ray
PDF analysis revealed that [PS,]*~ tetrahedra in LigPS;X (X =
Cl, Br, I) exhibit tilting and rotational disorder, and the
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Figure 4. (ab) The experimental X-ray PDF data collected at 423 and 673 K, i.e, below and above the phase transition (500 K). (c) The
experimental X-ray PDF data (blue) at 673 K are fit by the high-temperature AgyGeSs F43m phase model (red) over the range of 2.0 < r < 50.0 A,
and (d) enlarged part in the r range of 2.0—8.6 A. (e) The experimental X-ray PDF data (blue) at 673 K are fit by the AgysGeS, low-temperature

Pna2, phase model (red) over the range of 2.0 < r < 8.6 A.

distortions can be averaged into cubic symmetry at a longer
length scale.””**

To better investigate the local structure at high temper-
atures, we then tried to fit only the low-r PDF data range (2.0—
8.6 A) (Figure 4e and Table S11). Remarkably, the low-
temperature phase can fit the short-range atomic arrangement
well. This can be explained by the similarity between the low-
temperature and high-temperature phases. From the high-
temperature high-symmetry phase to the low-temperature low-
symmetry phase, the Ge and S atoms slightly deviate from the
high-symmetry sites, inducing only a slight lattice distortion.
Actually, the low-temperature structure could be approximated
as a structure distorted from the high-temperature phase.

To gain further insights into this local structural distortion,
we constructed a supercell built by low-temperature phase
units through the RMC method.”®* The supercell model
successfully captured both local and average structural
behaviors, as shown in Figure S13. This suggests that the
local structure persists as low-temperature phase up to at least
673 K, which is well above the average structure phase
transition (500 K). The box-car PDF refinements were carried
out over different r ranges (Figure S14), and the results
indicate that the correlation length of the local structure is
about 26 A, i.e., within about 2 unit cells.

The supercell results indicate that [GeS,]*” tetrahedra
exhibit significant distortions (Figure S15), which are possibly
due to tilting as reported in Li-argyrodites.”” The local
structural distortions deviate from the long-range cubic
symmetry, which cannot be observed by conventional Bragg
diffraction. However, this distortion can be averaged into a
cubic symmetry over a longer r range, thereby preserving a
cubic periodicity in the long-range order. The [GeS,]*”
tetrahedra exhibit distortions at high temperature from RMC
results, which are also observed in the low-temperature Pna2,
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phase (Figure S15). This indicates that local distortions are
similar across the phase transition, which may help us
understand the similar thermal conductivity below and above
the phase transition.

In addition, we wvalidate the similar local structural
distortions in other Ag-based argyrodites. The AgyGaSe
(phase transition ~281 K)*° and AggGeTe4 (phase transition
~244 K)*® polycrystalline samples were tested by the X-ray
PDF measurement. Similar local symmetry breaking phenom-
ena are observed (Figures S16 and S17), revealing that the
local structure cannot be described by the high-temperature
superionic phase (space group: F43m),”"™* leaving large misfits
at low-r regions. This surprisingly similar result suggests that
the exotic local structure behavior may commonly exist in the
argyrodite family.

To cross-check the PDF analysis results, the data collected in
a separate X-ray PDF experiment, at a different synchrotron
facility, are shown in Figures S18 and S19 and Tables S12 and
S13. The PDF analysis of these data confirms the observation
from the main experiment presented in Figure 4.

3.5. lon Transport Behavior

The high-temperature superionic phases of Ag/Cu-based
argyrodites are known as ionic conductors.'**" Inspired by
the local structural similarity in our analysis, the possible Ag*
ion transport in the low-temperature phase is studied
accordingly. The temperature-dependent impedance spectros-
copy was performed. The impedance response for AgsGeSy is
shown in Figure Sa, and other temperature data can be found
in Figure S20. The data are fitted by an equivalent circuit,
consisting of a series combination of bulk resistance (R,) and a
parallel network of interfacial resistance (R,) with constant
phase element (CPE,), further connected in series with a
Warburg impedance (W;). The resulting ionic conductivity of
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Figure S. (a) Nyquist plot of AgsGeS at 373 K, along with the fitted
equivalent circuits (insets). (b) Temperature-dependent ionic
conductivities of AggGeSq.

AggGeSy is 0.02 mS/cm at room temperature, which increases
with temperature, reaching 63.7 mS/cm at 433 K. The
electronic conductivity measured by DC polarization is 9.7 X
107" mS/cm at room temperature (Figure S21), and the
corresponding transference number is 0.95, indicating it to be a
promising Ag-ion conductor. The temperature-dependent
ionic conductivity was evaluated by the Arrhenius formula,
and the Arrhenius plots are shown in Figure 5b. The activation
energy E, is calculated by the Arrhenius formula: oT =
coexp(—E,/kgT), where o, is the prefactor. The calculated o, is
4.66 X 10° K-S/cm and the activation energy is 0.69 =+ 0.05 eV,
which is higher than that of other insulating materials
exhibiting Ag* ion conduction, such as Agl (E, = 0.10 eV)*’
and AgCrSe, (E, = 0.11 eV),”” while being comparable to
AgGaGe;Seg (E, = 0.58 eV)°' and AgGaS, (E, = 0.62 eV).”

To demonstrate the potential application of AgyGeSy solid-
state electrolyte, the corresponding ASSBs were assembled and
the electrochemical performance was assessed by galvanostatic
charge/discharge method at a current density of 1.14 mA/g at
333 K. The charge and discharge profiles are sloping with a
specific capacity of 15.80 mAh/g (Figure S22). The dQ/dV
curve shows a pair of redox peaks at 0.68/0.58 V, indicating a
solid solution reaction for the Ag-ion storage in Csl;.
Therefore, the low-temperature AgysGeS4 phase could enable
the ASSB to operate, supporting the local structure analysis
above. This work demonstrates the application of Ag-based
argyrodites as solid-state electrolytes and largely expands the
candidate search of ASSB electrolytes by examining the local
structure behavior, which was usually omitted before if only
focusing on long-range crystalline structures. This is the first
report of an ASSB using Ag-based argyrodites, providing a
complete workflow linking local structure analysis to property
and performance testing.

4. CONCLUSIONS

The local atomic structure of Ag-based argyrodites and its
evolution with temperature have been investigated by the
synchrotron X-ray atomic PDF method. The PDF analysis
gives the short-range atomic arrangements beyond crystallo-
graphic structure, and the local symmetry breaking is revealed
in AggGeSs and Ag-based argyrodite family materials. The
weak bonding environment, strong lattice anharmonicity, and
local structural distortion lead to the intrinsically low thermal
conductivity in AgyGeSy, as indicated by the significant diffuse
scattering signals. In addition, the similarity between the low-
temperature and high-temperature phases provides key insights
into ion transport in the non-superionic phase. Furthermore,
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all solid-state batteries employing AggGeSy have demonstrated
its feasibility as a solid-state electrolyte. This strategy,
motivated by local structure analysis, can serve as a novel
screening approach for developing advanced functional
materials.
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